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FOREWORD

In June 1984, the State Board of Education
adopted the Oregon Action Plan for Excellence.

which establishes the direction for school

improvement in the state over the next decade.

The Action Plan drew upon the insights of
teachers, administrators, school board members

and community and business leaders.

As emphasized in the Action Plan, the state's

role is to clearly state the common curriculum
goals for elementary and secondary education.

Local school districts are responsible for

defining and organizing the curriculum at a finer

level of detail. Districts must also provide a

comprehenOve instructional program which

extends beyond the common curriculum and
advances students' unique educational goals.

By taking a stronger role in defining

expectations for student learning, the State

Board and the Department of Education in

partnership with the educational community

intend to: (1) establish educational standards

commensurate with the challenges students will

encounter in the future; (2) focus public atten-
tion on the essential outcomes of school'ng that

are expected of all students; and (3) mobilize and

coordinate the energies of Oregon educators to

provide learning experiences thet motivate and

engage all students.

In Decem5er 1985, the State Board adopted the

Essential Learning Skills presented on the fol-

lowing pages. The State Standards for Public
Schools have also been amended to reflect this

development.

I appreciate the tremendous response receives
from educators during the development of the

Essential I. arning Skills. Further information

and inquiries may be directed to Ardis

Christensen, Assistant Superintendent, General

Education Division, 378-3613.

Verne A. Duncan

State Superintendent

of Public Instruction

January 1986
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INTRODUCTION

OREGON SCHOOLS... A TRADITION OF
EXCELLENCE

In June 1984, the State Board of Education
adopted the Oregon Action Plan for Excel-
lence. Created by seven task forces. the Ore-
gon Action Plan identified seven areas of
improvement for Oregon schools. A significant
component of the plan is defining what students
should learn....

The Oregon Department of Education,
working with local school districts
and higher education institutions,

shall define the required com
curriculum goals for elementary and
secondary schools in terms of the

learning skills and knowledge
students are expected to possers as a
result of their schooling experience.'

'Local school districts, with

assistance from the Oregon Department
of Education, shall be resnonsible

for organising the curriculum and
delivering instruction to achieve tik.4b

gaingLossismimesgbal.°

The first stage in defining the common
curriculum goals is now complete. With the
help of educators throughout the state, these
Essential Lumina Skills have been developed
which establish the basic skill and perfor-
mance expectations for all students in the areas
of reading, writing, speaking, listening, mathe-
matics, reasoning and study skills. During the
1985-86 school year, school districts will ana-
lyze the Essential Learning Skills to correlate
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them with existing programs. The first year of
implementation will be the 1986-87 school year.

The second stage in defining the common
curriculum goals will be the development of
Common Knowledge end Skills in individual
subject areas. Together with the Essential
Learning Skills. these will form the core of
common learning for all students. The first
subject area for which Common Knowledge and
Skills will be developed is language arts; the
common curriculum goals will be available for
district .eview in early February 1986.

The Essential Learning Skills Program

The Essential Learning Skills were carefully
selectee from a vast irray of objectives. They
represent consensus decisions about skills which
are basic to all etudents learning. As such, It
is the responsibility of j teachers to provide
instruction in the Essential Learning Skills to
assure that each student has the skills needed
to learn in all content areas. District programs
will have additional skills which they believe
are "essential," and which they will want stu-
dents to learn. It is the distrilt's responsibility
to select those additional skills and prioritize
learning objectives to focus on the needs of all
students as they progress through the school
system.

The Essential Learning Skills represent a
broader and stronger definition of basic skills.
They go beyond "the three R's" to include
learning skills needed in our Information Age.
Critical thinking, problem solving, speaking and
listening and study skills are required as well as



the traditional reading, writing and mathe-
matics skills. These are the basic skills which
enable students to continue to learn. to become
independent learners. A central goal of school-
ing is for students to be able to teach them-
selves and to wish to do so.

A Skills Contin

C2d1/3611Q19M121335k61461121121UM

The Essential Lemming Skills are significantly
different from the acquisition of knowledge in
subject areas. In The Paidola Proposal, Mor-
timer J. Adler identifies Essential Learning
Skills as the KNOW-HOW skills. Know-how
consists of skilled performance--competence in
the use of the skill. Only to the degree that
students develop the Essential Learning Skills
and form the habit of using them, can instruc-
tion in subject matter areas be successful. The
Essential Learning Skills cannot be acquired in
a vrcuum. They do not grow in isolation from
subject matter. They must be practiced in the
study of basic content areas as well as in the
process of acquiring competence in communi-
cation, in handling symbol systems, and in
critical thimcing. The interdependence of skill
development and acquisition of knowledge is
central to instruction. The Essential Learning
Skills should not be isolated or separated from
content instruction, for they are best mastered
when used as tools of learning.

The Essential Learning Skills which appear in
this document are the KNOW-HOW skills
determined by Oregon teachers to be necessary
for all Oregon students. Therefore, the Oregon
Department of Education requires that they be
taught to all students.
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Since the Essential Learning Skills are neces-
sary for all students, they must be the basic
instructional concern of all teachers. The skills
are not specific to any one discipline but
provide a link across all disciplines. Skills and
abilities do not grow in isolation from content;
they are strengthened through practice and use
in all subject areas. The interdependence of
skills and content is central to instruction;
however, without essential learning skills,
knowledge of history, science, language and all
other subjects is unattainable. Improvement of
learning is a collective enterprise, in which all
teachers share the responsibility for skill
development.

The Essential Learning Skills are not a pros ram
of instruction in and of themselves. They are
not a scope and sequence separate from the
offered curriculum. They are not a mastery
curriculum. The skills are developmental and
constitute a continuum which is important to
lifetime learning. The skills can be viewed as a
system of goals central to the entire educa-
tional system which help guide instructional
practices, materials selection and assessment.

Rate and District Roles bvSkllis Development

The Oregon Department of Education's inten-
tion is not to replace district policy or pro-
grams but to provide leadership in curriculum
development and to make visible our shared
goats. Skill objectives are designed to be incor-
porated into local curricula; in fact, many of
the skills are already being addre---Asecm in local
school programs. Some adjustment in district
curriculum may, however, be needed in order to
provide more opportunities for students to learn
and practice the Essential Learning Skills.



The Essential Learning Skills are a strong
beginning, a narrow but crucial set of funda-
mental skills schools must teach. They are not
the only skills a school should set for its
students, however. Educators, together with
parents, should define more fully what they
consider to 5e the essentials of education.
They will neei to look beyond the Essential
Learning Skills toward knowledge and skills in
subject areas and toward democratic values,
attitudes and citizenship.

Performance Expectations

The skills are written as outcome goals. The
performance expectations for students are
placed at four grade-level checkpoints through-
out the twelve years of schooling. These ex-
pectations reflect the combined instruction in a
particular skill at all previous grade levels.

The expectations do not define minimum
performance. Some of the expectations will
challenge students to reach beyond what they
thought they could do. The teacher must
expect the highest performance possible of all
students. High expectations generally stimu-
late success; high standards alone may discour-
age or prevent it.

Most teachers who have reviewed the skills,
have indicated that an acceptable range of
performance could be reached by most stu-
dents. Students should have the opportunity to
demonstrate their achievement in a variety of
ways. Equal opportunity to learn and the
special needs of students are primary consid-
erations in determining acceptable performance
levels.

Organization

Seven categories serve as organizGrs foe the
Essential Learning Skills. Identifying the most
general outcomes expected of students. Under
each of the seven categories are listed specific:
skills that identify learning outcomes needed as
a basis for success in other learning tasks.
Grade-level expectations describe the learning
outcomes expected of students by the end of
grades 3, 5, 8 and 11. These expectations con-
stitute the basis for local curriculum Nanning
and state assessment of student achievement.
Variation in the specificity of the statements is
generally due to the differences in types of
skills.

To make the best use of this document,
teachers should examine the skills at all four
grade lavels to see how skills are progressively
developed throughout the grades. This progres-
sion will assist in determining the prerequisite
skills needed. When the same skill is repeated

later grade levels, it should be reinforced and
developed with more sophistication in increas-
ingly more difficult materials. Any blank area
to the right of a listed skill in the grade-level
column means that that particular skill should
have been learned.
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ESSENTIAL LEARNING SKILLS

1. Students will be able to demonstrate the use of vocabulary, speech, numerals and other symbol systems essential for effective communication,
computation and problem solving.

SKILL

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

1.1 RECOGNIZE WORDS
COMMONLY USED IN
GRADE-LEVEL MATE-
RIALS, INCLUDING
SUBJECT AREAS

1.2 DETERMINE MEANING
OF UNKNOAN WORDS
COMMONLY USED
IN GRADE-LEVEL
MATERIALS, INCLUD-
ING SUBJECT AREAS

GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

a Use phonetic analysis
skills

b Use context clues in b Use context clues in b Use context clues in b Use context clues in
a paragraph to infer a passage to infer a selection to infer a selection to infer
correct word(s) correct word(s) correct word(s) correct word(s)

Distinguish ccmpound
and plural words

c Distinguish affixes,
root words, contrac-
tions, possessives

c Distinguish affixes,
root words, contrac-
tions, possessives

c Distinguish affixes,
root words, contrac-
tions, possessives

d Recognize common words d Recognize common words d Recognize common words d Recognize common words
at sight (e.g., Uolch at sight (e.g., Fry at sight in content area at sight found in written
list*) list*) materials materials

a Use adjacent words
to infer meaning of
unknown words

a Use context clues
to infer meaning of
unknown words

a Use context clues,
punctuation and syntax to
infer meaning of unknown
words and concepts

a Use context clues,
punctuation and syntax to
infer meaning of unknown
wordy and concepts

b Use knowledge of each b Use knowledge of affixes b Use knowledge of affixes b Use knowledge of affixes
part of a compound word and root words to deter- and root words to deter- and root words to deter-
to determine meaning mine word meanings mine word meanings mine word meanings

c Use dictionaries and
glossaries in grade-

c Use context to
determine correct

c Use dictionaries,
glossaries and other

c Use dictionaries,
glossaries and defi-

level curriculum dictionary definition reference materials nitions in footnotes
materials of word to find word meanings to find word meanings

*Dolch list - A published list of words commonly used at the primary grade level.
*Fry list - A published list of words commonly used at the intermediate grade level.

10 1
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SKILL GRADE 3 GRADES GRADE 8 GRADE 11

1.3 SPEAK WITH STANDARC
PRONUNCIATION, APPRO-
PRIATE VOLUME RATE,

INFLEC-
TIONS

AND

a

b

Produce correct basic
speech sounds

Pronounce words according
to acceptable Standard
English

Control volume and rate
of oral presentation

b Pronounce words according
to acceptable Standard
English

c Control volume and rate
of oral presentation

1.4 USE NUMBER/NUMERIC
FIGURES, LETTERS,
WORDS, SYMBOLS AND
VISUALS TO COUNT,
COMPUTE AND COM-
MUNICATE QUANTI-
TAT1P'E DATA

a Read and write whole
numbers to 10,000,
commonly used fractions
(1/2, 3/4, 1/3, 5/10),
and decimals in tenths
and hundredths

b Order, compare and model
(demonstrate comprehen-
sion by use of objects or
a drawing) place values
to 1000, commonly used
fractions and decimals
in tenths and hundredths

c Use basic arithmetic
terms (such as sum, 'otal,
difference, product, less
than, equal, greater than)
to convey concepts of
quantity, order and
operation

Use mental, manual or
calculator processes
to perform grade-level
arithmetic operations

b

c

Pronounce words according
to acceptable Standard
English

Use pitch, rate, tone
and volume to enhance
oral presentations

b Pronounce words according
to acceptable Standard
English

c Make oral presentations
tnat use verbal and non-
verbal connunication skills
effectively

a REA and write whole
numbers to one
million, commonly
used proper fractions,
mixed numbers, improper
fractions and decimals
to thousandths

b Order, compare and
model place values to
one million, commonly
used proper fractions,
mixed numbers, improver
fractions and decimals
to thousandths

c Use arithmetic terms
to convey concepts of
quantity, order and
operation

d Use mental, manual or
calculator processes
to perform grade-level
arithmetic operations

a Read and write numbers,
including decimals,
commonly used fractions
and percents

b Order, compare And model
commonly used fractions,
decimals 'nd percent

c Use basic mathemati al
terms and symbols to
convey arithmetical
concepts of quantity,
order and operation

d Use mental, manual,
calculator and computer
processes to perform
mathematical operations

a Read, write and order
numbers including decimals,
commonly used fractions,
percents and numbers in
scientific notation

b Order, compare and model
conn.only used fractions,
decimals an percents

c Use basic mathematical
terms and symbols to
convey arithmetical
concepts of quantity,
order and operation

d Use mental, manual,
calculator and computer
processes to perform
mathematical operations

e Convert menta'ly manually
and electronically among
decimals, percents and
commonly used fractions

12 13
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SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

1.5 RECOGNIZE AND USE
GEOMETRIC PATTERNS,
RELATIONSHIPS AND
PRINCIPLES TO DE-
SCRIBE AND CLASSIFY

14

a Identify similar and
different attributes
of two or more
geometric figures

b Identify, sketch or
model squares,
rectangles, circles,
triangles and cubes

c Identify symmetry and
geometric forms in the
environment

a Identify properties of
common geometric
figures, including
solids

b Draw or model simple,
common geometrical
figures with specific
dimensions

c Identify, sketch or
model intersecting
lines, right angles
and lines of symmetry
occurring in the
environment

3

a Classify common polygons
and common geometric
solids and identify
their properties

b Sketch or build common
geometric solids and
two-dimensional figures
including those which
have point or line sym-
metry

c Identify, sketch or model
parallel and intersecting
lines, right angles and
lines of symmetry occur-
ring in the environment

d Locate and give coordi-
nates of points on graph
paper, maps, globes and
other charts

a Identify, classify and com-
pare common 2- and 3-dimen-
sional geometric shapes and
solids according to attri-
butes and properties

b Model or make drawings of
2- or 3-dimensional shapes
and solids useful in solving
problems

c Recognize and apply the
concepts of symmetry, con-
gruency and similarity of
geometrical figures as
03W )nly used in man-made
oijects

d Locate points and lines and
determine distance and area
in a rectangular coordinate
system

15



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

1.6 RECOGNIZE AND USE
MATHEMATICAL PAT-
TERNS, RELATIONSHIPS
AND PRINCIPLES TO
QUANTIFY* PROBLEMS
OR MAKE PREDICTIONS

a Apply intuitive probabil-
ity concepts*; e.g., make
predictions in games by
using terms such as
"more likely" "less
likely," "fair," etc.

b Collect and record data
from picture graphs, bar
graphs and charts to
draw conclusions and
make predictions

c Find numerical patterns
in charts and tablet

a Generate, record and
interpret data from
probability experi-
ments, and predict
chances of an outcome

b Read, interpret, con-
struct bar graphs, line
graphs, tables and
charts and make pre-
dictions based on them

c Find numerical patterns
in charts and tables,
and use patterns to
complete simple charts
and tables

a Determine the number of
possible events and the
probability of an out-
come in a probability
experiment

b Show the relationship
among variables using
tables, graphs, for-
mulas and models

c Identify misleading or
incorrect methods of
displaying data

d Determine, interpret
and compare advantages
and disadvantages of
mean, median and mode

e Evaluate and make tables
for two-variable formulas

f Create and solve
problems that use
proportions

Use scale drawings to
determine actual
distances

a Interpret everyday uses of
probability such as weather
predictions, election
forecasts or chances of
winning a lottery

b Show the relationship
among variables using
tables, graphs, for-
mulas and models

c Interpret and evaluate
misleading or incorrect
methods of displaying data

d Collect, display, interpret
statistical data such as
mean, mode, median, range
and percentile

e Interpret and apply formu-
las in solving problems

f Interpret and use the con-
cepts of ratio, percent and
commonly occurring rates such
as growth, speed, interest
aGd cost per unit

Apply ratio and proportion
concepts in making and using
scale drawings and models,
and in solving problems

*Quantify - use of mathematical expressions to indicate size, amount or magnitude
*Intuitive probability concepts - ideas based on experiences and observations in tossing coins, rolling dice, spinning spinners, etc.

16
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SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

1.7 ESTIMATE AND MEASURE a Choose and apply a Chaise and apply a Choose and apply mental, a Choose and apply mental,
QUANTITIES, DEFINE mental, manual and meAtal, manual and manual, calculator and manual, calculator and
PROBLEMS, DEVELOP calculator processes calculator processes computerter processes to computerter processes to
HYPOTHESES, SELECT to problem-solving to problem-solving
METHODS OF COMPUTA- strategy(ies) strategy(ies) strategy(ies) strategyfies)
TION ANO SOLVE
PROBLEMS b Estimate answers to b Estimate answers to b Estimate answers to b Estimate answers to

computations and problems and sense problems and sense problems and sense
check answers for reasonableness of all reasonableness of all reasonableness of all
reasonableness

c Identify and order by
value; make change
using US currency

computed answers computed answers computed answers

d Read time using stand- d Create and solve d Create and solve
ard and digital clocks problems that involve

time and money
problems that involve
time and money

e Select and use e Estimate, measure or e Estimate and directly e Estimate and determine
appropriate instrument
and unit to measure

calculate area, peri-
meter and volune of

measure distances,
angles and other quan-

measurements and pre-
cision in appropriate

length and weight,
metric and English

rectangles and rec-
tangular solids in

tities, and indicate
in same way the

units from gauges or
scales of measuring

(US customary) metric and English
(US customary)

precision of the
measurement, metric and

devices

English (US customary)

is

f

9

h

Estimate and determine
the weight of cannon
classroom objects in
metric and English
(US customary) units

Estimate, read and
record temperature in
C° and F° to nearest
degree in real and
given situations

Estimate distances
between places repre-
sented by points on
maps

5

h Find and record measure-
ments using proportions
and formulas

i Estimate and solve
simple percentage problems
mentally, witti calculator
or by appropriate model

Estimate and solve
simple percentage problems
mentally, witb calculator
or by appropriate model

19



2. Students will be able to interpret the literal meanings of information presented in written, visual and oral communication.

SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

2.1 IDENTIFY MAIN IDEAS, a Locate facts in grade-
SUPPORTING DETAILS, level materials
AND FACTS AND OPINIONS
PRESENTED IN WITTEN,
ORAL AND VISUAL FOR-
MATS

2.2 USE INSTRUCTIONAL
MATERIALS AS BASIS
FOR GAINING KNOWL-
EDGE AND IMPROVING
COMPREHENSION

d Identify main idea in
a paragraph

e Follow w ,ten directions
and sew ..es when signal

words a' given in
grade-14 ,e1 selections
(e.g., first, then)

a Locate facts in grade-
level selections

b Recall facts and sup-
porting evidence

d

e

Identify min idea in
a selection

Follow directions or
sequences of everts
when signal words are
not given

a Distinguish facts
from opinions

b Recall both facts and
opinions and related
supporting details

Arrange facts and
opinions in order of
time and degree
of importance

e Follow directions or
sequences of events
when signal words are
not given

a Distinguish facts
from opinions

b Recall both facts and
opinions and related
supporting details

Arrange details by
degree of importance

e Follow directions or
sequences of events
when signal words are
not given

20

a Use table of contents
to locate general and
specific formation

Use guide words in a
dictionary or glossary
to locate words

a Use table of contents
and index to locate
general and specific
information

b Us. supportive illus-
trations, detail and
summations to obtain
information

Use diacritical
markings or respellings
to pronounce words

6

a Use table of contents,
index, summaries, charts,
graphs and illustrations to
locate information needed

b Use organization of
materials (summaries,
headings and review
questicts) for preview
and review

Use diacritical
markings rr respellings
to pronounce words

d Use selectively a
variety of audio and
visual materials to
obtain needed infor-
mation

a Use table of contents,
index, summaries, charts,
graphs and illustrations to
locate information needed

b Use organization of
materials (summaries,
headings and review
questions) for preview
and review

Use diacritical
markings or respellings
to pronounce words

d Use selectively and
independently a variety
of resources such as a
thesaurus, an almanac and
Bartlett's Quotations

21



SKILL

2.3 USE ORAL COMMUNICATION
TO GIVE OR RECEIVE
INFORMATION AND
DIRECTIONS

22

GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

a Paraphrase oral a Paraphrase oral a Paraphrase oral a Paraphrase oral
messages messages messages messages

b Give accurate oral b Give accurate oral b Give accurate oral
directions directions directions

c Ask questions designed c Ask questions designed c Ask questions designed c Ask questions designed
to clarify, gain assis- to clarify, gain assis- to clarify, gain.assis- to clarify, gain assis-
tance or locate informa- tance or locate informa- tance or locate informa- tance or locate informa-
tion tion tion tion

d Share ideas and infor- d Share ideas and infor- d Share ideas and infor- d Share ideas and infor-
mation orally with mation orally with mation orally with mation orally with
others others others others

e Provide accurate e Provide accurate e Duelop accurate
descriptive detail descriptive detail oetail based on

f Repeat oral messages
verbatim

orally

f Repeat oral messages
verbatim

orally oral explanations
by others

9 Take notes from oral 9 Take notes and write 9 Take and make notes based
presentations summaries based on oral

presentations
on oral presentations

h Prepare accurate, detailed
summaries from oral
presentations

i Follow 2-3 step oral i Follow 3-step oral i Follow multi-step i Follow multi-step
instructions instructions oral instructions oral instructions

7



3. Students will be able to interpret the implied meanings of information presented in written, oral and visual communications.

SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

3.1 COMPREHEND IMPLIED
MEANINGS OF WRITTEN,
ORAL AND VISUAL
COMMUNICATIONS b Draw logical conclu-

sions from information
presented

g Interpret conemnicaticm
through body language,
gestures, tone,
inflection, volume

24

a Relate new information
to previous knowledge

b Draw logical conclu-
sions from information
presented

c Identify literal and
implied main ideas
from information
presented in grade-
level selections

d Infer direct cause and
effect relationships

e Predict simple, possible
future outcomes
or actions

f

9

h

Make inferences and
draw conclusions based
on perception of implied
meaning

Recognize subtleties
in communication
through body
language, gestures,
tone, inflection,
volume

Recognize double
meanings of woras
and gestures

8

a Relate new information
to previous knowledge

b Draw logical conclu-
sions from information
presented

c Summarize literal and
implied meanings of
main and subordinate
ideas from information
presented in grade-
level selections

d Recognize direct and
indirect cause and
effect relationships

e Predict probable future
outcomes or actions

f Make inferences and
draw conclusions based
on perception of implied
meaning

g Identify emotional and
intellectual states of
others as evidenced by
body language, gestures,
tone, inflection, volume

h Recognize double
meanings of words
and gestures

a Relate new information
to previous knowledge

b Synthesize information
and draw conclusions

c Compare and contrast
literal and implied
meanings of information
from two or more sources

d Infer direct and
indirect cause and
effect relationships

e Defend conclusions
from information given

f Make inferences and
draw conclusions based
on perception of implied
meaning

g Interpret subtleties of
emotional and intellec-
tual states of others
as evidenced by body
language, gestures,
tone, inflection, volume

h Recognize double
meanings of words
and gestures

25



4. Students will be able to evaluate content and use of written, oral, aural and visual communications.

SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

STUDtNTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

4.1 DETERMINE THE SIGNI- a Separate real fru:.
FICANCE AND ACCURACY unreal information
OF :11FORMATICM AND and ideas
IDEAS PRESENTED IN
WRITTEN ORAL AURAL
AND VISOAL COAMUNI -
CATIONS

a Identify fiction
and non- fiction

b Identify emotional
appeals used in
communication

a Separate between
relevant and irrelevant
information used to
draw conclusions

b Identify propaganda
and other pe -suasion
techniques

c Identify biases and
stereotypes

a Distinguish between
logical and illogical
conclusions

b Identify propaganda
and other persuasion
techniques

c Identify biases and
stereotypes

4.2 USE ORAL COMMUNICA-
TION TO INFLUENCE
OTHERS AND TO RE-
SPOND TO PERSUASION

26

a Ask questions and
draw reasonable con-
clusions from answers

c Express own feelings,
knowledge and beliefs

a Provide logical answers
based upon factual data

b Use multiple sources
to verify information

c Express own feelings,
knowledge and beliefs

f Present a persuasive
talk

9

a Provide logical answers
based upon factual data

b Use multiple sources
to verify information

c Express own feelings,
knowledge and beliefs

e Recognize sources of
persuasion and select
appropriate persuasive
response

f Present a persuasive
talk

a Provide logical answers
based upon factual data

b Use primary and secondary
source materials to verify
information

c Express own feelings,
knowledge and beliefs

d Argue opposite sides of
issues

e Recognize sources of
persuasion and select
appropriate persuasive
response

f Use verbal persuasion
techniques in a class
presentation



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 Ge %DE 8 GRADE 11

4.3 DISTINGUISH ANO
INTERPRET SOUNDS
OF NATURE, LAN-
GUAGE, MUSIC AND
ENVIRONMENT

a Distinguish among
natural and created
sounds

b Recognize sounds
with messages
(e.g., sirens)

a Distinguish subtleties
among sounds

b Recognize sounds
with messages

a Identify, analyze and
interpret sounds
in nature and the
environment

b Recognize sounds
with messages

a Identify, analyze,
interpret and
appreciate sounds
of nature, language,
music and environment

b Use discrimination
skills to enhance inter-
pr-tation of natural and
created sounds

4.4 LISTEN, READ, VIEW
AND EVALUATE PRE-
SENTATIONS OF MASS
MEDIA

28

a Recognize use of mass
media techniques

a Recognize use of
mass media techniques

10

a Recognize elements and
identify influences of
mass media upon self
and society

b Critically evaluate
mass media influences

c Recognize persuasion
techniques found in
audio and visual
communications

a Evaluate roles of mass
media in society

b Listen, taad and view
critically

c Recognize elements and
use of propaganda
techniques found in
audio, printed and
visual communications

d Employ intellectual
defenses against
propaganda techniques

29



5. Students will be able to generate, organize, express and evaluate ideas in oral and written forms.

SKILL WE 3 Gi ADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

STUDEMS WILL BE ABLE TO:

5.1 USE A VARIETY OF
TECHNIQUES TO GEN-
ERATE WRITING AND
SPEAKING TOPICS
(PRFAITING*)

a Use personal experiences,
knowledge, and feelings
as sources of writing
and speaking

Use brainstorming,
discussion and sharing
to find and develop
topics

c Fake lists of interesting
words and ideas as sources
for writing topics

b

e Discuss and share
thoughts and ideas

a Use personal experiences,
knowledge and feelings
as sources of writing
and speaking

b Use brainstorming,
discussion and sharing
to find and develop
topics

c Record ideas,

observations, facts
and questions for
later use

d Use personal reading
and subject area content
as sources of topics

e Discuss and share
thoughts and id.'s

a Use personal experiences,
knowledge and feelings
as sources of writing
and speaking

Use idea-generation
techniques such as
brainstorming and
focused-object thinking

c Record ideas,

observations, facts
and questions for
later use

b

d Use personal reading
and subject area content
as sources of topics

e Discuss and share
thoughts and ideas

a Use personal experiences,
knowledge and feelings
as sources of writing
and speaking

Use idea-generation
techniques such as
brainstorming and
focused-object thinking

c Record ideas,

observations, facts
and questions for
later use

b

d Use personal reading
and subject area content
as sources of topics

e Discuss and share
thoughts and ideas

5.2 ORGANIZE IDEAS IN
UNDERSTANDABLE FOR-
MAT (PREWRITING AND
PLANNING)

*Prewriting - includes
or focuset a writer's

30

a Classify words and
topics

b Use detail and examples
to develop topic

c Develop ideas
chronologically

d Sequence ideas and
events

a Classify words and
topics

Use evidence such as
illustrations, examples,
and verifiable sources
to develop and support
a topic

b

c

d

Select and organize
details which support
a topic

Organize information
using formats such as out-
lining, clustering and
making maps and charts

a Classify words, topics
and ideas

b Use evidence from
verifiable sources to
support own ideas and
concepts

c Select and use details,
examples, illustrations,
evidene and logic to
develop a topic

Organize information
using formats such as out-
lining, clustering and
making maps and charts

d

a Classify words, topics
and ideas

b Use evidence from
verifiable sources to
support own ideas and
concepts

c Select and use details,
examples, illustrations,
evidence and logic to
develop a topic

Organize information using
formats such as outlining,
clustering and making maps
and charts

e Plan an oral presentation
using a coherent sequence
of thought, clarity of
presentation and suitable
vocabulary

d

any experience, activity or exercise that motivates a person to write, generates material and ideas for writing,
attention on a particular subject

11 31



SKILL GRADE 3 GPADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

5.3 SELECT APPROPRIATE
FORM OF WRITING BASED
ON AUDIENCE AND PUR-
POSE (PREWRITING AND
PLANNING)

a Write in a variety of
forms such as journals,
logs, stories, letters,
poems and descriptions

b Write for audiences
such as self, parents,
principal, peers or public

a Write in a variety of
forms such as personal
essays, journals, reports,
stories, letters, poems
and descriptions

b Use writing appropriate
to purpose such as to
inform, persuade, enter-
tain and share experiences

a

b

Write in a variety of
forms such as personal
essays, journals, reports,
stories, letters, poems
and descriptions

Use writing appropriate
to purpose such as to
inform, persuade, enter-
tain and share experiences

a Write in a variety of
forms such as personal
essays, journals, reports,
stories, letters and
dialogues

b Use language, information,
style and format appropriate
to purpose and selected
audience

5.4 PRESENT IDEAS IN
UNDERSTANDABLE
SEQUENCE ON THE
TOPIC SELECTED
(DRAFTING)

32

a Write simple sentences
in a variety of forms:
statements, questions
and commands

b Write sentences which
connect related ideas

c Write paragraphs con-
taining a stated main
idea and a closing
sentence

a Write complete sentences

b Write paragraphs in
which all sentences are
related to the topic

c Write paragraphs con-
taining a stated main
idea and a closing
sentence

12

a Write complete sentences a Write complete sentences

b Write paragraphs in
which all sentences are
related to the topic

c Write paragraphs con-
taining a stated main
idea and a closing
sentence

d Write multiparagraph
essays, letters, stories
and reports

e Write in narrative,
descriptive, expository
and persuasive modes

b Write essays in
which all paragraphs are
related to the topic

c Write paragraphs con-
taining a stated main
idea and a closing
sentence

d Write multiparagraph
essays, letters, stories
and reports

e Write in narrative,
descriptive expository
and persuasive modes

33



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 MADE 8 GRADE 11

5.5 SELECT AND USE LAN- a Select words which make
GUAGE, GESTURES AND the meaning clear
SYMBOLS APPROPRIATE
TO AUDIENCE, PURPOSE,
TOPIC AND SETTING
WHEN MAKING ORAL PRE- b Select words and gestures
SENTATIONS (PLANNING which express ideas and
AND DRAFTING) concepts effectively

34

d Plan and make oral and
visual presentations

a Select words which make
the meaning clear

b Select words and gestures
which express ideas and
concepts effectively

d Plan and make oral and
visual presentations

13

a Use a variety of tech-
niques and figurative
expressions to convey
rtaning

b Use gestures and in-
flections to enhance
oral presentations

c Design communication
appropriate to topic,
audience and desired
outcome

d Plan and make oral and
visual presentations

e Evaluate effects of
ccneunicaticm and modify
subsequent communication

a Employ verbal symbolic,
graphic and visual techniques
to convey information

b Use gestures and inflec-
tions to convey meaning

c Design communication
appropriate to topic,
audience and desired
outcome

d Plan and make oral and
visual presentations

e Evaluate effects of
communication and modify
subsequent communication

35



SKILL (RADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

5.6 EVALUATE AND REVISE
OWN WRITING FOR
MEANING, CLARITY,
AND COMPREHENSIVE-
NESS (REVISING AND
REWRITING)

a Revise own writing to
enhance clarity and
meaning

b Vary sentence patterns

e Use words which connect
ideas and thoughts in
sentences

a Revise own writing to
enhance clarity and
meaning

b Vary sentence patterns

c Use descriptive terms
to emphasize facts and
feelings expressed in
writing

e Use words which connect
ideas and thoughts in
sentences

a Revise own writing to
enhance clarity and
meaning

b Vary sentence patterns

c Choose words and phrases
that effectively convey
thoughts and emotions

d Use appropriate style
and vocabulary for
intended audience

e Use transitional words
and phrases to connect
ideas in sentences and
paragraphs

a Revise own writing
for correctness and
comprehensiveness

b Vary sentence structures

c Use descriptive, qualifying
and connecting teems to
enhance meaning, clarity
and precision

Distinguish subtleties
of written expression;
use tense, tone, and
vocabulary appropriate
to audience

e Use transitional words
and phrases to connect
ideas in sentences and
paragraphs

d

5.7 APPLY THE CONVENTIONS
OF WRITING TO PRODUCE
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICA -
TIOC (EDITING AND
PROOFREADING)

a Edit for capitalization,
end punreqation, and
compIet ntences

b Spell correctly

c Produce legible final
copy (manual or
electronic processes)

a Edit for correct
punctuation, pronoun
use, subject-verb
agreement, and
apostrophe placement

b Spell correctly

c Produce legible final
copy (manual or
electronic processes)

14

a Edit for complete and
correct sentences, pro-
noun use, punctuation
and usage

b Spell correctly

c Produce legible final
copy (manual or
electronic processes)

a Edit to produce a correct,
legible effective piece
of writing

37



6. Students will be able to use reasoning skills.*

SKILL

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE:

6.1 RECOGNIZE, CONSTRUCT
AND DRAW INFERENCES
CONCERNING RELATION-
SHIPS AMONG THINGS
AND IDEAS

6.2 GENERATE AND TEST
INTERPRETATIONS,
EXPLANATIONS,
PREDICTIONS, AND
HYPOTHESES

GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

a Identify general
characteristics of
objects which make
them similar or
different from
another

b Identify a statement
as a simple analogy
(A comparison of two
things which have some
characteristics alike;
e.g., a car is like a
a bullet.)

a Classify things
according to specific
characteristics

b Construct and state
a simple analogy

a Classify things or
ideas according to
patterns

Construct and state a
simple

speech
metaphor (A

ifiguref %plyi sim-
larity between two

ng a
dis-

similar objects, persons
or ideas; e.g., mountain
of ice cream.)

a Develop and use a classifi-
cation system for organizing
data

b Construct and use analo-
gies, models, and metaphors

c Identify characteristics c Explain how things c Explain how things or c Based on previous
of simple objects that continue to have some ideas can change when observations, defend
remain the same even of the same character- interacting with others conclusions about in-
though some change istics even though a teractions of two or
occurs (cut object into
two pieces)

major change occurs
(e.g., butterfly from
same species as cocoon)

more things or ideas

a Identify facts that a Identify parts of an a Interpret differences a Critically analyze expla-
support an explanation explanation and a between two explanations natiun and interpretation
and a prediction prediction not

supported by fact
to confirm or validate them

b Identify factors that b Predict what influence b Develop a hypothesis b Develop a hypothesis
may influence a behavior different factors will from observed data usi7.11 Zata from a
or a result have on a behavior or

result
variety of sources

c Identify ways to Follow directions to c Gather data that Design means to test
determine whether a conduct an experiment confirms or negates hypotheses
duplicate of an
experiment will

and identify the
hypothesis used

a hypothesis

produce the same
results

*Note: Reasoning was the last skill to be developed in the Essential Learning Skills outline. It has undergone a different review process than
the other skills and will continue to have some modifications during the 1985-86 school year.
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SKILL GRADE 3 GRADES GRADES GRADE 11

6.3 IDENTIFY PROBLEMS
AND APPROACH THEIR
SOLUTION IN AN
ORGANIZED MANNER

4

a Identify problems that
need a solution

b Identify alternative
solutions to a simple
problem

d Solve problems using
strategies such as
guessing and checking,
using concrete objects,
making a model,
generaling a pattern or
drawiny a picture

f Engage in cooperative
problem solving and
compare alternative
solution strategies

9 Develop new suggestions
or approaches if problem
is not solved

a Use simple questioning
strategies to clarify
problems

b Identify problems,
recognize information
necessary to solve
problems, and supply
additional information,
if

c Use data from ttr'
questioning process
to develop a pr lem-
solving plan

d Solve problem t._'ing
a variety of s._,..itegies

sucA as guessily and
checking, making pre-
dictions based upon
a pattern, making a
drawing or model

e 'hare successful and
uetuumusFul problem-
solving strategies

f Engage in cooperative
problem solving and
compare alternative
solution strategies

g Use formative (in
process) data to
modify or confirm
problem-solving plan

16

a Use a combination of
questioning strategies
and observation to
analyze whether a
problem exists

h Defirea problem,
choose information
to solve the problem
and supply additional
information, if needed

c Use data from several
sources to develop a
problem-solving plan

d Solve problems using
appropriate strategies
such as gueceing and
checking making a
systematic list,looking
for patterns, making or
drp-ing a model,
eliminating possible
answers or solving a
simpler prislem

e Describo uoth
succ^Isful and
unsuccessful
solution strategies

Engage in cooperative
problem solving and
carp re alternative
:e' ion strategies

sanative (final)
oata to determine if the
problem-solving approach
was successful, and if not,
how it should be modified

f

a Apply recognized research
techniques from biological,
physical or social sciences
to clarify problems

b Define a problem,
choose information
to solve the problem
and supply additional
information, if needed

c Design and carry out
a plan for solving an
identified problem

Silect and apply the most
appropriate tools,
methodolslies, processes
and operations in solving
a variety of problems

"z Evaluate problem-solving
strategies in terms of
tools, methodologies,
wocesses, operations

f Engage in cooperative
problem solving and
:ire alternative
solution strategies

9 Analyze the formative
and summative data to
confirm or revise the
proposed solution

h Translate "real-world"
problems into mathematical
statements or equations, and
mathematical problems and
answers back into "real -
world" context

41



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

6.4 MAKE REASONED a Identify simple
EVALUATIC$d fallacies

b Identify appropriate
types of information
that should be included
in simple forms of
communications

c Evaluate whether a
simple written or oral
presentation is con-
sistent with known
facts

d List sane reasons why
a person would decide
to engage in a particular
activity

e List general criteria
for assessing the
worth of a performance
or work of art

a Identify common
fallacies

b Explain why certain
types of information
and style of comnuni -
cation are ineffective

c Determine a strategy
for determining whether
a statement is a fact

d State personal criteria
for deciding whether to
engage in a particular
activity

e Identify personal
criteria for assessing
the worth of a perform-
ance or work of art

a Explain reasons why
fallacies might be
included in statements

b Analyze statements in
mass media in terms of
appropriateness and
effectiveness

c Evaluate whether a
conclusion is based on
evidence or opinion

d State societal criteria
for deciding whether to
engage in a particular
activity

e Identify societal criteria
for assessing the worth
of a performance or work
of art

a Evaluate the effect of
fallacies on the clarity
of communications

b Assess the appropriate-
ness of oral and written
communication in view of
the intended audience and
purpose of the communication

c Critically evaluate
arguments or positions
in terms of known facts

d Assess the worth of a given
course of action or policy

e Use established criteria
to assess the quality of a
product, a work of art, or
a performance

6.5 FORkULATE AND SUP-
PORT A POSITION
USING APPROPRIATE
INFORMATION AND
SOUND ARGUMENT

42

a Identify issues related
to school that need
clarification

b Define a position
on an issue using
the personal criteria

a Clarify an issue, using
a data gathering device
such as a personal
interview

b Defend a position
using interview data
as a basis

17

a Take a position on an
issue based on written
documentation

b Support another person's
position on an issue

c Analyze arguments against
own cultural knowledge or
beliefs

a Analyze authoritative data
to determine what alternative
positions are possible on a
specific issue

Formulate, support and
defend a position based
upon data gathered from
objective and authorita-
tive sources

Analyze arguments against
own cultural knowledge or
beliefs

b

c



6.6

SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

REFLECT UPON a Describe in simple terms a Describe the reasoning a Describe the strengths and a Present arguments support-
AND IMPROVE how a solution was reached process most frequently weaknesses of inductive ing the use of deductive or
OWN REASONING being used in terms of

inductive or deductive
reasoning

and deductive reasoning inductive reasoning for a
particular purpose

b Identify where bias
influenced a decision

b State rationale for
people having biases

b Explain personal

biases
b Evaluate when bias,

inconsistency or other
weaknesses affect
reasoning

c Act upon suggestions c Identify authoritative c Refrain from defending c Defend position when
for improving reasoning sources for obtaining positions when recognized criticized by an
capabilities feedback about reasoning

capabilities
authority provides con-
structive criticism

authority who is biased

44
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7. Students will be able to manage personal habits and attitudes, time and instructional resources constructively ire order to accomplish learning tasks.

SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:

7.1 CLARIFY PURPOSES
OF ASSIGNMENT

a Determine general purpose
of assignment and ask
clarification questions
if necessary

b Determine ideas and
concepts addressed.in
the assign:ant

a

b

Determine general purpose
of assignment and ask
clarification questions
if necessary

Determine ideas, concepts,
and generalities addressed
in the assignment

Determine general purpose
of assignment and ask
clarification questions
if necessary

b Determine ideas, concepts,
generalities, principles
and issues addressed in the
assignment

a

b

Determine general purpose
of assignment and ask
clarification questions
if necessary

Determine ideas, concepts,
generalities, principles
and issues addressed in the
assignment

7.2 USE RESOURCES BEYOND
THE CLASSROOM

46

a Locate, check-out and
return books and other
circulating media
materials

b Locate and use nor,-
circulating reference
materials

a Locate, check-out and
return books and other
circulating media
materials

b Locate and use non-
circnlating reference
materials

c Use library classifica-
tion system and services
to locate specialized
resources required to
complete assignments

19

a Locate, check-out and
return books and other
circulating media
materials

b Locate and use non-
circulating reference
materials

c Use library classifica-
tion system and services
to locate specialized
resources required to
complete assignments

a Locate, check-out and
return books and other
circulating media
materials

b Locate and use non-
circulating reference
materials

c Use library classifica-
tion system and services
to locate specialized
resources required to
complete assignments



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

7.3 SELECT AND USE a Follow a study plan
APPROPRIATE STUDY including: time
TECHNIQUES management, appropriate

study environment,
processing of information

b Accomplish learning task
using appropriate study
techniques (read and
reread text, ask
clarifying questions,
seek help when needed,
use memory devices)

c Vary reading rate
according to purpose
for reading the
selection

d Keep study materials
organized and
accessible

e Turn in assignments
on tire

f Use appropriate test-
taking techniques

a

b

Follow a study plan
including: goal setting
Own management, appropri-
ate study environment,
processing of information

Accomplish learning task
using appropriate study
techniques (preview and
review chapters, read and
reread text, ask clarifying
questions, seek help when
needed use memory devices,
summarize, study with
classmates, use self -
questioning)

c Vary reading rate
according to purpose
for reading the
selection

d Keep study materials
organized and
accessible

e Turn in assignments
on time

f Use appropriate test-
taking techniques

20

a Follow a study plan
including: goal setting
time management, appropri-
ate study environment,
processing of information

b Accomplish learning task
using appropriate study
techniques (preview and
review chapters, read and
reread text, ask clarifying
questions, seek help when
needed use memory devices,
summarize, study with
classmates, use self-
questioning)

c Vary reading rate
according to purpose
for reading the
selection (skim for
contest overview, scan
for specific information)

d Keep study materials,
log and related notes
organized and accessible

e Turn in assignments
on time

f Use appropriate test-
taking techniques

a Follow a study plan
including: goal setting,
time management,appropri-
ate study environment,
processing of information

b Accomplish learning task
using appropriate study
techniques (preview and
review chapters, read and
reread text, as clarifying
questions, seek help when
needed use memory devices,
summarize, synthesize,
study with classmates, use
self-questioning)

c Vary reading rate
according to purpose
for reading the
selection (skim for
content overview, scan
for specific information)

d Keep study materials,
log related notes and
filing system organized
and accessible

e Turn in assignments
on time

f Use appropriate test-
taking techniques

49



SKILL GRADE 3 GRADE 5 GRADE 8 GRADE 11

7.4 PRACTICE APPROPRIATE
AND POSITIVE HEALTH
BEHAVIORS TO ENHANCE
LEARNING

sb/0448E
090385

a Identify foods which
enhance learning

b Identify common
substances that can
affect mental and
physical performance

c Identify common
stressful situations

d Identify physical
activities which
promote physical
fitness

"1)

a Explain how a balanced
diet based upon dietary
goals for the nation
relate to physical and
mental performance

b Explain how substance
use can
healthfuMug:rmful
effects on mental and
physical performance

c Explain how stressful
situations can affect
physical and mental
performance

d Explain how physical
fitness contributes
to optima student
performance

21

a

ti

Evaluate carponents in
personal diet which affect
physical and mental
performance

Evaluate the effects of
substance Tie on physical
and mensal performance

c Evaluate impact of stress
or stressful situations
on individual lifestyles

d Evaluate personal fitness
habits which affect
physical and mental
performance

a Implement a pemonal
dietary plan which will
enhance individual physi-
cal and mental performance

b Apply information and
skills concerning substance
use which will enhance phys-
ical and mental performance

c implement a personal plan
to minimize the negative
effects of stress which will
enhance physical and mental
performance

d Implement a personal
fitness program designed to
enhance individual physical
and mental performance
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